
 
 
SPIRIT OF TUALATIN AWARD for OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE – 
Small/Medium Business 
This award is presented to a small business or organization with 1-50 employees in recognition of their 
contributions to the community in the past year; whose dedication to community and civic projects has 
made Tualatin a better place to live; whose leadership and example has inspired others to exceed their 
own limitations and accomplish more than they thought possible. 
 

NOMINEES 
 

Alex & Dave Carney Owners, Tualatin Auto Body, Inc. 

Alex and Dave Carney have been Tualatin business owners for more than 30 years, as well as active 
Chamber Members. Throughout the years, they have demonstrated true community spirit time and 
time again. Alex may have been the first to start the idea of advertising locally by using their 
involvement in community support as their “yellow pages.” From helping the Tualatin High School 
baseball team with the field, signage and posters, painting the Police department’s mailbox, equestrian 
programs, funding grants that support math and other education programs, working with the State’s 
Return to Work transitions, and just helping where help is needed. With her history of the area, many 
people use her as a reference for “where do I find…, who would you recommend…” and she usually has 
a Tualatin business to recommend. She too uses other Tualatin business for her operation.  Their 
involvement in the CE2 program and other tech schooling has educated young adults for the workforce 
including their own which has grown to 39 full time employees. You might see Alex around as she 
frequents Tualatin grocery stores, restaurants, mechanics and shops. She also truly appreciates the 
passion of the members of the Tualatin Chamber. 
 
 

Rachelle Wilde Owner, Rachelle M. Rustic House of Fashion 

When Rachelle Wilde launched Rachelle M. Rustic House of Fashion, it was not simply to open a line of 
clothing stores, but also to create something more – a platform where she could help others grow and 
succeed and through which she could give back to her community. Currently Rachelle is operating one 
store at Bridgeport Village and another in downtown Portland, with plans to open two more. With 
hometown roots in Tualatin, Rachelle believes in her community and consistently promotes doing 
business in Tualatin, whether that be through her own business, business partners, fellow chamber 
members, or other local businesses. She believes in using local services, and when possible, 
“homegrown” marketing tools. She advertises in Tualatin Life and uses the social media platforms 



related to our area. Rachelle also believes in the people of Tualatin. She gives all Chamber members and 
residents of Tualatin a 10% discount as a thank you for shopping locally. Her entire staff at both stores 
are also all local residents. She promotes internships and hosts four resident students a year. As a 
business owner, Rachelle has found she can leverage her business to support local causes dear to her 
heart. Her donation list is extensive as she actively participates in and supports numerous toy and food 
drives, auctions, gift cards, fundraisers and breakfasts, and concentrates on youth organizations, non-
profits, wild life associations, sports drives and Aids Awareness projects. In addition to being a Tualatin 
Community and Chamber advocate, some of the other organizations and non-profits her stores help 
support include Young Living, Oregon Wildlife, Tualatin Youth Football and several smaller youth 
programs throughout Tualatin and downtown Portland, and the Assistance League. A firm believer in 
providing opportunities for others whenever possible, she commissions and features artists in her store, 
giving them exposure they might not get otherwise. Bottom line, Rachelle finds it a privilege to be a 
Tualatin resident and Tualatin business owner, and enjoys giving back to the community she loves. 
 
 

Robert Knight Owner, Express Employment Professionals 

Robert Knight is one of those exceptional individuals you might have the opportunity to meet on rare 
occasions in your life. Lucky for Tualatin and the Tualatin Chamber, he happens to be a part of this 
community and has taken the community to his heart. A generous man, Robert is a champion of 
excellence. Not only in himself, but in the potential he sees in others. This is what drives him to give 
again and again to the individuals he helps find good jobs, to his clients, to the chamber, to local 
organizations and causes, and to the community. Robert has been instrumental in facilitating change 
and continual progress in the chamber, having served multiple years on the Tualatin Chamber Board and 
Executive Team and has been the Board Chair three times. Express Employment Professionals has also 
been a top donor for the Regatta Run in support of the Corporal Matthew Lembke Scholarship Fund, as 
well as a key sponsor of Chamber Programs and Events, including the Key Leaders Breakfast, Celebrate 
Tualatin and the Holiday Auction to name a few. Robert has also hosted the annual Board Planning 
Session Retreats for the past two years and had personally sponsored the Chamber’s membership in the 
Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives to foster further professional development of our own 
chamber and staff. Robert is a wealth of information and expertise and uses his leadership to help 
others achieve more. He recognizes the vital role the Tualatin Chamber plays in the business community 
and is always looking for ways the Chamber can be improved so we can all prosper. 
 
 
 
 


