
 
 

SPIRIT OF TUALATIN AWARD for OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE – 
Medium-Large Business/Organization This award is presented to a small business or 

organization with 51+ employees in recognition of their contributions to the community in the past year; 
whose dedication to community and civic projects has made Tualatin a better place to live; whose 
leadership and example has inspired others to exceed their own limitations and accomplish more than 
they thought possible. 

 
NOMINEES 
 
Columbia Bank 
Columbia Bank has been an active member of the Tualatin community and Chamber of Commerce for 
many years and continue their dedication to the success of our city through tireless contribution in 
support of community events, business, and educational initiatives to strengthen the community.  
Always leading the charge toward community improvement, Columbia Bank stepped up proudly in 2016 
as an initial sponsor of the America’s Best Communities award submission. Their support helped lead to 
Tualatin’s workforce development plan around Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math 
education. Participation in this award competition has helped to open a dialog between the community 
schools, businesses and residents with respect to future opportunities for youth in the STEAM fields and 
has positioned the City of Tualatin as a finalist with an opportunity to be awarded the $3, $2, or $1 
million prizes for use in our community. Columbia Bank’s encouragement for involvement by its 
ambitious employees has allowed the Chamber to benefit over the years from the Chamber Board 
leadership of Cheryl Dorman and presently, the financial prowess of Wendy Anderson who has served 
for the last 3 years as our Chamber Treasurer. Wendy’s expertise has helped result in the most 
profitable years the Chamber has seen to-date, allowing for growth opportunities including expanding 
staff in support of our members, facilitating a move to a new and improved facility, and allowing for 
increased community educational sponsorship funding. Additionally, Ashley Jones volunteers as a 
leadership team member of the Champions Club business team and focusses on creating opportunities 
for Chamber businesses to network in a fun and active way to engage in the Chamber and grow their 
local businesses. In addition to supporting education and business opportunities in Tualatin, Columbia 
Bank is a huge advocate for neighbors recreating together, and to that end, has served as title sponsor 
of the Tualatin Crawfish Festival since 2007. As a large business with grass-roots community 
commitment, Columbia Bank is a perfect example of a company dedicated to making a positive 
difference through contributing time, financial resources, and the expertise of their personnel toward 
good works that are making a positive impact in Tualatin for all of us. 



 

Findlay Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram 
Through Laurie Tarter, the Findlay Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram dealership is a fine example of business and 
community working together, illustrating through their events and programs that “Community is 
Critical” every day and in everything. Through Laurie, the dealership has added community service as 
one of their pillars and invites employees to identify what is important to them. With this ‘buy in’ 
established, it easy to have the employees volunteer. Laurie is most proud of the Community Art Gallery 
inside the dealership which spotlights a local artist every month and hosts an evening artist reception. 
She listens to non-profits and their needs, and then finds ways to support them through the dealerships 
Charity of the Month which gives free marketing and publicity for the non-profit. Providing packaged 
foods to our troops as they pass through airports is just one example of the many different programs 
the dealership has allowed Laurie and its employees to embrace. Another example of their community 
support is local high schools are invited to automotive tours and attend career days to look at career 
track opportunities in the automotive industry. One of Laurie’s business advocacy concepts is to team 
up with local businesses to do “cross promotion” exposure of both businesses. The list of volunteer 
participation is extensive. From donations for paid sponsorships to “how can we help?” from concert 
series events to “Cuisines for a Cause” (teaching homeless students kitchen skills), blood drives and so 
much more – Laurie and her team demonstrate through every day actions our citizenship 
responsibilities. 
 
 

Marquis Tualatin  

When Marquis Tualatin built its facility on the former site of the Tualatin Elementary School in 2014 the 
company embraced the local community spirit and sought to preserve the history of the place. This is 
evident throughout the facility where visitors and residents will find reclaimed bits of the old school. The 
tradition of history and community will continue when Marquis opens their doors on their new 
Community Center later this summer. The concept for the center was born from the desire to be a true 
community partner and offer a gathering place and event facility not just for Marquis residents, but for 
the entire community. As a whole, the Marquis companies foster a culture of giving and encourage their 
employees to seek out ways to give back. Marquis’ Vital Life Foundation is one such example, and was 
also the means through which the Tualatin Marquis was able to put on a car show and fundraiser last 
summer in support of Tualatin’s Meals on Wheels. Spearheaded by Amanda Ballard, who brought 
together key players through her chamber networking, the event was coordinated in a very short time 
(only 4 months!) and was an instant hit, drawing much more interest and attendees than expected, and 
ultimately raising $1400 for Meals on Wheels. Amanda has the support of the Foundation and Marquis 
to build on the event and make it an annual fundraiser. Another example of the company’s habit of 
giving back is their “New Chapters” program, which fulfills lifelong wishes of seniors, similar to the Make 
a Wish Foundation for children. The company and the foundation also orchestrate the annual “Journey 
of Heroes” which hosts veterans on a trip to Washington to visit the national memorials. Locally, 
Amanda and the Team at Marquis Tualatin are dedicated to providing information and education to all 
through free monthly Community Forums and continuing to support Meals on Wheels, and are looking 
forward to inviting the entire community to enjoy the new Marquis Community and Events Center. 
 
 
 
 


