
 
 

ROOKIE of the YEAR AWARD     This award goes to the individual who joined the Chamber in 

2016 and jumped right in, actively participating and supporting Chamber functions, programs and fellow 
members through volunteering. This is someone who fully embraces the philosophy of bringing business 
and community together. 
 

NOMINEES 
 

Carrie Finnigan ProForma  

A force to be reckoned with, Carrie Finnigan got involved with the Tualatin Chamber before she had 
even joined! She recognizes opportunity and grabs hold, but the best part is how she seeks out 
opportunities for others. Shortly after being introduced to the Tualatin Chamber, she joined and jumped 
in feet first and was instrumental in helping to develop and launch the first ever Strive to Thrive 
Workshop. She followed that up by joining the Chamber’s newly formed Business Accelerator Team 
(BAT) to help mentor other businesses. Giving comes naturally and she enjoys sharing her creative ideas 
to help others grow and achieve more. With a commitment to business excellence, she has helped 
create new programs and strengthen existing programs, and continues to push for improvement in all 
areas – whether it is in her own business, in the chamber, or in the community where she is active in a 
number of organizations serving both Wilsonville and Tualatin. 
 
 

Joel Saxe Get Healthy with Joel 

Joel is in the business of helping people, not just because it is a great business model, but because it is 
also in his nature. This was immediately apparent when he joined the Chamber and jumped right in 
seeking out ways that he could step up, get involved and contribute to the organization. He has given his 
time freely as a Tualatin Chamber Ambassador, serving on last year’s Celebrate Tualatin Committee and 
the Holiday Auction, and simply offering to help whenever he sees the need. While this has certainly 
been a benefit to the chamber, it has also helped Joel create a wide network of resources and friends. 
Simply put, his altruistic ways have been the ultimate leverage for maximizing his chamber membership! 
His genuine interest in making an impact on the world and his community and helping others stems 
from his personal beliefs and experiences. In his first year of membership, Joel clearly demonstrated 
that whatever he commits to, you can trust he is committed 100%. 
 
 
 



Michael Antonelli Tualatin Life 

Although Michael Antonelli had been a part of Tualatin Life since its beginning, he was entering 
unfamiliar territory when he purchased the paper and became the publisher and owner. The Chamber 
has long relied on Tualatin Life as a valuable means to tell our story, promote our programs and our 
members. It has been wonderful this past year to continue this relationship with Michael who 
immediately joined the chamber and sought to be a strong partner and supporter of the community. As 
former owner, Jonathan Crane states, Michael has brought that important local voice further along than 
ever before. He has taken the time to get to know key players in the community, like Mayor Lou Ogden, 
Loyce Martinazzi, Dale Potts, Susan Noack, Harvey Clark, and a host of other local people who love 
Tualatin and care for its best interests. Michael offers free space to organizations and individuals who 
seek to broadcast their local issues, concerns, stories of successes and tragedies, and documents 
Tualatin’s progress on matters of local topics like the America’s Best Community competition, new 
business openings, volunteer organizations and human interest stories. 
 
 

Willow Kessell Oelke Riverview Community Bank (formerly M Bank) 

Willow was a breath of sunshine and smiles when she first came to the chamber last year and she has 
since shared her warmth and generosity with an ever-widening network within the chamber and the 
community. Although her bank not only went through a merger and a move this past year, she did not 
shy away from getting involved and finding ways to support the chamber and the community. 
Recognizing the vast range of resources available through her fellow chamber business members, she 
always makes it a priority to use chamber members first for herself, the bank and her clients. As a way 
to both give back and to get to know the local business community better, she served on last year’s 
Celebrate Tualatin Committee and the Holiday Auction Committee. She has also stepped up to serve on 
the Women In Networking Steering Committee. No matter how busy she may be at any given time, 
Willow always offers to help however she can. 


